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A Time to Speak: It’s Time… Kin-dom Time, that is! NOW. HERE. THIS. 

May God’s Grace and peace be with you this day!  

We’re engaged in a series of teaching moments with Jesus. In Mark’s gospel, Jesus 

tells the people, be ready… It’s time… God’s Kin-dom time, that is! in an urgent 

invitation to participate in sharing  the desperately needed Good News of Love, Justice, 

Healing, and Community.  

We’ve discussed how in God’s kin-dom the time is always, NOW. HERE. THIS. In 

God’s kin-dom there’s no snooze button. The Time is NOW. In God’s kin-dom there are 

no excuses…The opportunity is HERE, right here. And today we hear how THIS is what 

God’s kin-dom means. THIS is how people of God’s Kin-dom are to live…Remember, 

God’s kin-dom is not so much a place or an ideal, but rather a way of life. It is all about 

the priority of LOVE…loving God and loving God’s people. It is NOT about adherence to 

a religion/law/doctrine… it is ALL ABOUT a right relationship... with God and with God’s 

people. 

In this teaching application from the Lukan gospel, we are once again presented with a 

Sabbath scene… this time at a meal. Notice that there are a few verses that were not 

read… in which Jesus healed a man with dropsy (a condition that looks like ‘general 

edema’, but in the ancient world was associated with greed… due to the insatiable thirst 

of the person/condition) … here’s what was missed: (Luke 14:2-6) One Sabbath, when 

Jesus went to share a meal in the home of one of the leaders of the Pharisees, they 

were watching him closely. 2 A man suffering from an abnormal swelling of the body 

was there. 3 Jesus asked the lawyers and Pharisees, “Does the Law allow healing on 

the Sabbath or not?” 4 But they said nothing. Jesus took hold of the sick man, cured 

him, and then let him go. 5 He said to them, “Suppose your child or ox fell into a ditch 

on the Sabbath day. Wouldn’t you immediately pull it out?” 6 But they had no response. 

The writer of this gospel is setting the stage for the scene that follows in v7-14. 

Sharing meals can be a social barometer. I think of setting the table for our family 

dinners… everyone had a place… and if you tried to sit in a different seat… well 

someone had something to say about it.  In 1st century Palestine, position at table 

related to social status and prestige. Jesus addresses this in referencing the wisdom in 

Proverbs on table etiquette (25:6-7).  

But there is more at work than just manners… this teaching moment is about God’s kin-

dom… and relationships, founded not on social standing and privilege, but founded on 

graciousness, humility, and compassion. God’s kin-dom is about living out of 

abundance and blessing, not fear and scarcity, which fuel greed, power, and the lording 

of authority over others. 

Writing on ‘the Marks of a Christian’,  John Wesley, my BFF, says there is only one law 

Jesus gives, that is love (with ones self, with neighbors, with enemies, with creation, 

and with God). The litmus test of love is whether it is genuine or hypocritical, enacted 
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out of self-interest or an interest for others. (Wesley Study Bible, NRSV, 2009 Abingdon Press, 

1382.) 

As David Lose (Lutheran theologian) puts it, this is Jesus’ invitation ‘to stop counting the 

costs, benefits, and rewards of our actions and live from a sense of abundance and 

blessing.’ (Pentecost 15 C: Freedom to Stop Counting and Start Blessing. 

http://www.davidlose.net/2016/08/pentecost-15-c-freedom-to-stop-counting-and-start-blessing) 

I must share how interesting it was to have been invited to dinner this past week in 

preparing to bring a word about mealtime. It’s always hard for me, an introvert, to meet 

new people and to have conversation. Thankfully, I was welcomed into a warm, 

comfortable, humble abode and felt at ease immediately. 

I am conscious of my past life experience and my trust in God that enable me to wade 

through the anxiety that newness and social settings can bring. I remember all too well 

the lunch rooms and cafeteria experiences of my youth, of faculty lounges, and even 

seminary classes, where you are the ‘newbie’ in the room.  

So What would THIS look like? What would living out of abundance and blessing look 

like in real life? … to not think about calculating social prestige, or what others think? … 

to be kind to everyone around us, particularly someone who doesn’t usually receive 

kindness?  

What would it be like wherever we went (at work, at school, where we volunteer, or play 

or socialize) to look out for the person who seems off to the side and to invite them into 

the center by inviting them into our lives?  

Let us be mindful of those who are setting themselves apart in this season of returning 

to school… as learners, as leaders, as students and teachers, as parents, as bus 

drivers, crossing guards, and as persons who embrace the value of teaching and 

learning in its many facets through life. 

I invite you to join with me in prayerful focus in this season of new beginnings. You can 

sing or chant this prayer song #2193 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying these next 

few weeks… 

Lord, listen to your children praying; Lord, send your Spirit in this place. Lord, 

listen to your children praying; Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

It’s time… to pause, to listen, and to participate in ushering in God’s kin-dom. Now. 

Here. This. Amen!  

Let us pray… BOW 511  For God’s Kin-dom (Reign)  

We believe in you, O God, for you have made the suffering of humanity your suffering. 

You have come to establish a kingdom of the poor and humble. 

Today we sing to you, because you are alive, you have saved us, you have made us 

free. Amen. 


