
2016 yrC AUG 21       IT’S TIME… HERE  Reverend Patricia Abell 

A Time to Speak: It’s Time… Kin-dom Time, that is! NOW. HERE. 

May God’s Grace and peace be with you this day!  

We’re engaged in a series of teaching moments with Jesus. In Mark’s gospel, Jesus 

tells the people, be ready… It’s time… God’s  Kin-dom time, that is! Jesus says this just 

after immediately after the incarceration of John the Baptist who was calling for a radical 

change in society and in people’s hearts. Despite a painful and seemingly hopeless 

moment, Jesus proclaimed that “the Kindom is near” not as a promise that God’s Way 

would come immediately but as an urgent invitation to be the ones who share  the 

desperately needed Good News of Love, Justice, Healing, and Community. Jesus 

response is… It’s time! Kin-dom time, that is! 

And in God’s kin-dom the time is always, NOW. HERE. THIS. In God’s kin-dom there’s 

no snooze button. The Time is NOW. In God’s kin-dom there are no excuses…The 

opportunity is HERE, right here. Remember, God’s kin-dom is not so much a place or 

an ideal, but rather a way of life. It is all about the priority of loving God and loving God’s 

people. It is NOT about religion/law/doctrine… it is ALL ABOUT relationship. 

In this teaching application from the Lukan gospel, Jesus sees a woman while he is 

teaching in the synagogue. Stopping, right then…right there, Jesus heals the woman. 

That’s nothing new; Jesus has been healing people throughout the Galilee region and 

on his way to Jerusalem. So what’s the fuss about?  It not about the who, or the what, 

or the where of this healing…the issue is all about the TIME… it’s the Sabbath when 

Jesus encounters the woman and heals her. 

Remember, for Jesus, it is all about God’s kin-dom (Jesus taught us to pray… Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done). So Jesus healed the woman.  

Sabbath time was set aside from the beginning of God’s good work… Genesis. We also 

know that Sabbath is outlined in Exodus and in Deuteronomy. It was part of the way of 

life… a core value to identity as God’s people. 

In Sabbath there is rest, there is freedom, there is recovery, renewal and restoration. 

What is the good of Sabbath if there is exclusion, pain, and continued harm? Today’s 

gospel lesson reminds us how even the law of the Sabbath could be used as a basis for 

preventing healing of a ‘daughter of Abraham’ (or child of God). A law meant to call 

people from their daily routine and provide opportunity to be present with God and be 

renewed in heart, soul, mind and strength was used to prevent God from liberating a 

person from bondage. Jesus provides a re-centering on the heart of the law… 

relationship, kin-ship, and connectedness.  

And That’s the point… to have the blinders of routine be shaken off and common sense 

employed… If we would rush to be sure our animals had water on the Sabbath, surely 

we would also rush to rescue, restore, and heal a child of God? 
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We can see in Jesus God, fully embodied, a source of renewal, strength, and 

restoration to community. Later in Luke we will hear Jesus say, ‘God’s kingdom is 

already among you’ (17:21). For those who choose to follow Jesus in living faith-fully, 

not only are physical bodies liberated, but also are minds and spirits freed from the 

power of sin and evil. 

So it is right that We set aside time to honor the Holy One of creation, liberation, 

redemption, salvation, and sanctification.  

It is also right to work for just application of law, and to speak when laws would harm 

rather than heal, would cause burden (causing people to stoop) rather than to stand 

upright. NOW, HERE is a right time to challenge because the law is not true to the God 

of life who gave the law. 

Let us be mindful of those who are setting themselves apart in this season of returning 

to school… as learners, as leaders, as students and teachers, as parents, as bus 

drivers, crossing guards, and as persons who embrace the value of teaching and 

learning in its many facets through life. 

I invite you to join me in prayerful focus in this season of new beginnings. You can sing 

or chant this prayer song #2193 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying these next few 

weeks…Lord, listen to your children praying; Lord, send your Spirit in this place. Lord, 

listen to your children praying; Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

It’s time… to pause, to listen, and to participate in ushering in God’s kin-dom. Now. 

Here. This. Amen!  

Let us pray… BOW 432  LITANY  

From the beginning, God entered into covenant with the human family: with Adam and 

Eve, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Moses, Deborah, Ruth, and Jeremiah.  

Through baptism, Jesus Christ calls us into the covenant and makes us ministers of 
Christ’s righteousness.  

All Christian ministry is Christ’s work of outreaching love.  It demonstrates a common 

life of gratitude and devotion, witness and service, celebration and discipleship.  

All Christians are called to Christ’s servanthood in the world, to the glory of God and for 

human fulfillment.  

The Church, as the community of the new covenant, participates in Christ’s ministry of 

grace. It stretches out to human needs wherever service may convey God’s love and 

ours.  

In our ministry of servanthood is this ultimate concern: that all may be renewed in the 

image of their Creator, and that all Christians are called to minister in deeds and words 

that heal and free. Amen. 


