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A Time to Speak: It’s Time… Kin-dom Time, that is! NOW. 

May God’s Grace and peace be with you this day!  

I have a confession to share… I’m a snoozer. Yep… I’ll set the clock early just so I have 

time to hit the button. Any one here a snoozer? 

It’s a point of conversation I’ve shared with people over time. But really, why snooze? I 

have to get up… why not just get up… just do it, sit up, feet on floor, etc? Studies have 

revealed that snoozing doesn’t help get you awake… rather, it is more like disrupted 

sleep.  

And in God’s kin-dom the time is always, NOW. Here. This. In God’s kin-dom there’s no 

snooze button. The Time is NOW. 

In this teaching passage from the Lukan gospel, Jesus speaks of his time, and his 

baptism to come...that is the end in Jerusalem, even as it was foretold by John the 

Baptizer.  

This passage calls us to reflect on our priorities (what we think about, spend time, 

spend $) and to be engaged in our priority. For Jesus, it is all about God’s kin-dom. 

The kin-dom is not so much a place or an ideal, but rather a way of life. It is a choice of 

loving God and loving God’s people. It is not about religion… it is about relationship. 

And sometimes our priorities impact our relationships, such as our families, our friends, 

and our connectedness with God. 

In our world today, just as in the 1st century, there is no time for a snooze button. The 

time is now… and it was a hard choice to make. In 1st century, to follow Jesus was to 

question the religious and economic and even political status quo. If you were Jewish, it 

meant accepting as the Messiah this itinerant rabbi who hung out with the disreputable, 

accepted sinners, and preached a message of love and forgiveness. It meant, that is, 

accepting as Messiah one who looked almost nothing like the warrior king David they 

had expected. If you were Gentile, it meant accepting as the Messiah this itinerant rabbi 

who hung out with the disreputable, accepted sinners, and preached a message of love 

and forgiveness. It meant, that is, accepting as Messiah one who looked almost nothing 

like what the culture held out as powerful or important. 

Moreover, following Jesus meant not merely adopting new beliefs, but a new way of 

living. To be a follower of the one who accepted and honored the least, last, & lost 

meant that you needed to invite them into connection with our lives, rejecting the easy 

temptation of judging others. To be a follower of the one who preached love and 

forgiveness was to practice the same, particularly when it comes to those who differ 

from you even, and maybe especially, in terms of what they believe. 

In our context we could wonder, what would be the reaction of our family and friends 

and co-workers if we really acted like Jesus did? How hard would it be?  
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So this is our challenge as ‘post –Christendom’ Christians.. to live our faith as an 

invitation to live differently NOW, to see those around us ‘neither as souls to be saved 

or threats to be deterred’ (David Lose), but rather to see them, truly, everyone! – as 

God’s children to be loved, honored, and cared for. 

I invite us to think about the cost of our discipleship (what we think about, spend time, 

spend $)… for the time is NOW… no snoozing! God’s kin-dom needs our hands and 

feet to be Christ’s body in this world. What would that look like? (food donations, Cow 

project, prayer connections, etc.)  How could our time together on Sunday in worship, 

education, and fellowship encourage each other to live like, not just believe in, Jesus? 

How would we imagine worship, preaching, Sunday school, even fellowship time if our 

goal was to equip people to enter more deeply into our faith so that it might shape more 

palpably our life? 

I continue to pray that our time together be a time to come to be encouraged, equipped, 

and sent to make a difference to the world. Further, may this community be a place to 

return to when living like Jesus creates division, because it will. But it will also create 

joy. Because the one who sends us out was himself baptized by fire… and is both with 

us and for us as we gather together to be reminded of our identity as God’s beloved and 

are sent out again in mission to tell others in word and deed I love you, but God loves 

you more! It’s time… to pause, to listen, and to participate in ushering in God’s kin-dom. 

Now. Here. This. Amen! Amen! 

 


