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Witness to the Word: FOOTSTEPS: Models for the Journey 

Grace and peace to you and thanks be to God! There are so many reasons 
to give thanks to God. Let me share just two with you. 
 

First and foremost, this is a day I have eagerly awaited… to come 

alongside and journey together. It has been a long time coming…filled with 

waiting and waiting, and more waiting. We had a short, sweet taste on June 

12th (music festival) & 18th (ice cream social). As with most sweet things, it 

left me wanting more…and so here we are together at last. 

 

I also give thanks to God for teaching me patience in waiting, which leads 

to the opportunity to dream, to wonder, and to imagine the possibilities of 

ministry together. As one thing leads to another, I paused to reflect on the 

journey I have experienced to arrive at this moment. There have been a lot 

of footsteps, a lot of side trips, and several key moments, key people, and 

key scriptures which have shaped this journey. And so we will embark on 

our journey together by spending time listening and learning about the 

footsteps which have shaped us along the way. 

 

Today we begin with models for the journey. 

You may know that I have moved out of the parsonage I’ve resided in for 

five years. You may not know that I have not yet moved in to the parsonage 

here. The pups & I are staying with my parents in Frederick. Two days ago I 

had a lesson from my father in opening a cereal box. It was a rare moment, 

passing on a strategy he has found to be effective in keeping the cereal 

pouring smooth and easy. As I listened, the moment reminded me of our 

scriptures selected for today, the lessons from Jacob and the Risen Christ. 
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Each passage provides a model for our journey of ministry together. 

Further, each narrative has been a key scripture in preparing me for serving 

this congregation, community, and God’s people. 

In the first lesson, Jacob is praying to God. Jacob is reminding God of all 

the promises made between Jacob & God. More importantly, Jacob is, 

perhaps reminding himself that God is faithful, having brought good to him 

in spite of all the tricks and deceptions Jacob has done in his life. It seems 

to me Jacob is seeking God to lead him in this most anxious time as he is 

about to face the brother he cheated so long ago. 

 

Fear is a formidable force in our lives. Changes frequently trigger fear 

responses. Facing unknowns and new experiences can bring out the worst 

in us… short tempers, unwillingness to try, paralysis & even disorientation 

& confusion. Fear is, quite frankly, an enemy of our spirit, ready to fill us 

with chaos. 

 

In Jacob we are presented with a model for conquering fear. In short, he 

uses two strategies for success: prayer and perseverance. Prayer is 

communication, connection, and the basis of a relationship with God. 

Perseverance is the act of wrestling, holding on, & never letting go until the 

need is met. 

 

Years ago I was asked to name a bible character with whom I identified. I 

was early in my process toward ordained ministry, and didn’t really feel 

equipped to respond with sound reasoning, so I reacted with a response of 

Jacob. Why? Much of my journey to surrender to this call to ministry has 

been like wrestling as Jacob did, unwilling to surrender, and being 
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changed/transformed in the process. (Jacob leaves the match with a new 

name and a limp. He is no longer the same.) 

 

What I have come to learn is that this journey in ministry is much more of a 

dance than a win/lose match. It is a pattern of leading & following in 

connection with one another. The result is a thing of beauty and 

creativeness founded in connection, communication, & relationship. Prayer 

and perseverance are important strategies for success. We are blessed to 

share in this dance together. 

 

Our second scripture passage has been key in my discerning and 

responding to God’s call to ordained ministry. In the spring of 2003, I 

participated in a three day event called The Walk to Emmaus. The Lukan 

passage is central to the experience, describing how believers often have a 

shallow depth of understanding of the Risen Christ because they are stuck 

in their own stuff of life, emotion, disappointment, and fear. The weekend is 

a vehicle for awakening and acknowledging the on-going presence and 

work of Jesus Christ in our lives. My eyes were indeed opened & I 

publically surrendered to the call God had for me in ordained ministry. 

 

This gospel text is also a model for our journey. Notice how the Risen 

Christ comes alongside, inquiring of the two people, not forcing himself or 

his ideas on them. In seeking to understand where Cleopas & companion 

are, the Risen One then begins to share the scriptures, deepening 

understandings, so that a relationship could be built. 

 

Then it was time to go separate ways. Based on the relationship built 

through sharing footsteps, conversation, & connection, the two disciples 
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insisted that Jesus receive their hospitality. In that familiar act of breaking 

bread, their eyes were fully opened to the identity of Christ in their midst 

and they REMEMBERED! They had their identity restored in terms of who 

they were & whose they were. Their broken dreams & hopes were restored 

and they could not wait to share their good news. 

 

The pattern of listening, seeking to understand, sharing, and moving 

forward is important to building an effective pattern for ministry. Meeting 

people where they are, just as they are, & seeking to understand is a key 

strategy in building a relationship. Sharing conversation, knowledge, and 

hospitality strengthen a relationship. In this pattern, people are equipped for 

the journey and able to engage with others, able to accompany, and walk 

with others in ministry. That is why it is so very important that we begin our 

journey remembering who we are & who we are… the great work of God in 

our lives… who has danced with us and left footprints on our hearts… who 

calls us now to share footsteps on the way of loving & serving God and 

God’s people. 

Amen. 
 


